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from the Months of the Witnesses, that the whole Book is
a heap of sad Stuff 9 Dulness, and Nonsense; that it contains
no Wit, Hnmonr, Knowledge of human Nature, or of the
World; indeed, that the Fable, moral Character, Manners,
Sentiments, and Diction, are all alike bad and contemptible.

"All these Matters, Sir, we doubt not to prove to your
Satisfaction, and then we doubt not but that you will do
exemplary Justice to such intolerable sad Stuff, and, will
pass such a Sentence as may be a dreadful Example to all
future Books, how they dare stand up in Opposition to the
Humour of .the Age.'J

Counsellor Town then called Lady Dilly Dally from a
crowd of fashionable ladies to bear witness against tHe
character of Amelia; but as she had never seen the creature
before and had formed her opinion solely upon what she
had heard her physician Dr. Dosewell say, the judge asked
her to step down. In her place '' a great number of beaus,
rakes, fine ladies, and several formal persons with bushy
wigs, and canes at their noses," pushed forward, all eager
to speak at once against the frightened woman at the bar
in a determination that she should not escape punishment.
At this juncture, "a grave man" supposed to be the father
of the distressed Amelia, stood up and begged the court
that he might be heard. The request being granted, he
suggested a peaceful settlement of the case in the following
appeal to the judge and the prosecution:

"If you, Mr. Censor, are yourself a Parent, you will view
me with Compassion when I declare I am the Father of
this poor Girl the Prisoner at the Bar; nay, when I go
farther, and avow, that of all my Offspring she is my
favourite Child. I can truly say that I bestowed a more
than ordinary Pains in her Education; in which I will
venture to affirm, I followed the Bules of all those who are
acknowledged to have writ best on the Subject; and if her
Conduct be fairly examined, she will be found to deviate
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